PREFACE

SINCE, as Mr. Vulliamy has remarked, the last
half-century of Wesley's life is made up of a
" noble monotony," there is perhaps little need
for me to excuse giving the greater part of this
book to the earlier years, to the private rather
than to the public Wesley, to the man in process
of growth rather than to the finished figure. I
have interpreted controversial points according
to the more general conjectures, identifying, for
instance, " a religious friend " met in 1725 with
Varanese, and have avoided all apocryphal
stories, except the one told of Wesley at the Char-
terhouse ; for this legend, if not true to fact, is so
true to tie spirit, that I have thought myself
justified in including it. Other matters have
been omitted altogether, for instance Wesley's
experiments with the doctrine of acting only
when the spirit was free to act, and his political
moves, such as his printed epistle to the American
colonists and his letter to Lord North.

My sources are given at the end of the book*
the most important ones being, of course, Wesley's
own voluminous journals and equally voluminous
letters. Those acquainted with these writings
will recognise that this is so from many of my
phrases, for whenever possible I have used
Wesley's own words to describe his states of
mind.
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